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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN 
THE ASSOCIATION FOR STRENGTHENING AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH IN 
EASTERN AND CENTRAL AFRICA 
(ASA RE CA) 
AND 
THE INTERNATIONAL CROPS RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR THE SEMI-ARID 
Preamble 
WHEREAS, the Associati fc 
TROPICS 
(I CRI SAT) 
Strengthening Agricu I ti ral Research in Eastern and Central 
Africa, herein called ASARECA was the culmination of the efforts to accelerate scientific 
and technical progress in Agricultural Research and Development through regular 
dialogue between National Agricultural Research System (NARS) leaders, International 
Agricultural Research Centres (IARCs) and donors. The ultimate objective of ASARECA 
i s  to encompass all the elements of the NARS in their respective countries of the region, 
under the auspices of a Conference of Ministers responsible for agricultural research. 
Whereas, the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) 
with its Corporate Headquarters at Patancheru, India, is an autonomous, non-profit 
making research and training organization sponsored and funded by the Consultative 
Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). ICRISAT’s Mandate to: 
+ Serve as a world centre for the improvement of grain yield and quality of 
sorghum, millets, chickpea, pigeon pea, and groundnut and act as a world 
repository for the genetic resources of these crops. 
Develop improved farming systems that wi l l  help to increase and stabilize 
agricultural production through more effective use of natural and human resources 
in the seasonally dry semi-arid tropics. 
Identify constraints to agricultural development in the semi-arid tropics and 
evaluate means of alleviating them through technological and institutional 
changes. 
+ 
+ 
+ Assist in the development and transfer of technology to the farmer through 
cooperation with national and regional research programs, and by sponsoring 
workshops and conferences, operating training programs and assisting extension 
activities. 
Through international research and related activities, and in partnership wit6 
national research systems, to contribute to sustainable improvements in the 
productivity of agriculture in the semi-arid tropics (plus other countries in which 
ICRlSAT’s mandate crops have relevance) in ways that enhance nutrition and well- 
being, especially of low-income people. 
+ 
Whereas, the ASARECA places high priority on enhancing agricultural productivity 
through collaboration in agricultural research and in implementing a regional strategy for 
agricultural research activities and research related training. 
Now therefore, the ASARECA and ICRISAT, inspired by their common objectives to 
promote and accelerate the process of research, training, information and technology 
exchange related to ICRlSAT’s mandate have decided to enter into the agreement herein 
contained. 
Article I 
ICRISAT wil l  provide, subject to availability of personnel and funds, and as may be 
mutually agreed upon, assistance in improving the quality, relevance and cost- 
effectiveness in agricultural research through: 
a. Consultants to advise and assist the research efforts of the ASARECA in selected 
projects; 
Relevant scientific literature, information and publications; 
Technology suited to production systems and exchange of germplasm and 
breeding material of potential use and relevance; 
Opportunities to ASARECA Scientists for participation in international conferences, 
workshops, seminars and symposia conducted/sponsored by ICRISAT. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
2 
Article II 
In order to facilitate the implementation of the cooperative undertakings envisaged in this 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), the ASARECA will: 
a. 
b. 
C. 
d. 
e. 
f. 
g. 
Extend invitations to ICRISAT staff members to participate in workshops, 
conferences, investigation tours and other activities related to sorghum, pearl 
millet, finger millet, groundnut, chickpea, pigeon pea and dry-land farming 
systems research and training conducted by the ASARECA; 
Recommend ASARECA Scientists to participate in conferences, workshops, 
training programs, and other collaborative activities mutually agreed upon, and 
facilitate the related formalities; 
Provide appropriate facilities and relevant personnel support for agreed 
collaborative research projects; 
Assist ICRISAT to acquire immovable and moveable property and to obtain the 
necessary clearance for the same, including clearance through customs and 
exemptions from customs duties on equipment, vehicles and other articles 
imported for the projects, provided that such equipment and other articles will be 
disposed of in accordance with conditions to be jointly decided; 
Assist ICRISAT to obtain the necessary guarantees from the national authorities of 
the countries where ICRISAT/ASARECA Programmes will be operating to facilitate 
the execution of the programmes; 
Assist ICRISAT to operate such Bank Accounts in foreign and local currencies and 
undertake such foreign exchange operations as may be required in order to 
satisfactorily carry out its activities within the ASARECA region, subject to the 
exchange control laws and regulations of the participating countries; 
Assist ICRISAT staff members, Advisors or Consultants on assignment on 
collaborative programmes to obtain exemption from direct taxes and social 
security contributions on incomes and emoluments received by them from 
ICRISAT, provided these are not charges for public utility services; 
h. 
I .  
j. 
k. 
~ 
Assist ICRISAT to obtain authorization from the relevant national authorities for 
the movement of germplasm and such other biological materials as may be 
needed into and out of the ASARECA region and from outside the region, with 
the provision that appropriate quarantine processes are respected to prevent 
import and export of diseases and pests. 
Obtain the necessary authority for movement of ICRISAT’s staff and consultants 
in and out of ASARECA countries as may be necessary; 
Assure and safeguard the interests and security of all internationally recruited 
officials of ICRISAT; 
Provide identification to ICRISAT staff that wil l facilitate their movement and 
activities in the region. 
Article 1 1 1  
The ASARECA and ICRISAT agree that: 
a. Benefits such as improved breeding materials, machinery, designs and 
technologies, accruing or arising from this agreement may be used by either or 
both parties with the due recognition of each party’s contribution; 
Results from collaborative research may be used by either or both parties with 
due recognition of each party’s contribution; 
Research findings as a result of the joint collaborative work of the two parties wil l  
be published in the public interest; 
Research findings published by either party wil l  give credit to the other party’s 
contribution but the party publishing them wil l  be entirely responsible for the 
conclusions and interpretations reported. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
Article IV 
The Chairman, ASARECA, acting on behalf of the ASARECA and the Director General 
of ICRISAT may nominate their staff to work out the practical details of cooperation 
between the two organizations and, in general, to ensure proper and effective 
implementation of this MOU. Such details, as agreed upon, wi l l  be confirmed by 
exchange of letters between the ASARECA and ICRISAT at appropriate times and such 
letters will form part of this MOU. 
n 
Article V 
The MOU may be supplemented by work-plans to be developed jointly, subject to the 
following: 
a. 
b. 
C. 
d. 
e. 
f. 
ICRISAT and ASARECA will, in order to implement Articles I and 1 1 ,  jointly 
develop Work-plans, incorporating specific projects and activities, from time to 
time; these may involve collaboration with other institutions comprising the 
National Agricultural Research Systems and IARCs; 
The Work-plans will specify collaborative project funding sources, duration of the 
projects and delineate the obligations and responsibilities of ICRISAT and 
ASARECA and establish the modalities of execution of the project; 
The Director General of ICRISAT and the Chairman of ASARECA will each 
nominate two representatives who wil l  constitute a Coordinating Committee. The 
Committee will meet from time to time to develop Work-plans to monitor and 
review progress in their implementation; 
Such Work-plans will require the approval of the Director General, ICRISAT and 
the Chairman, ASARECA, prior to implementation; 
The personnel responsible for execution of projects under the Work-plan will 
report jointly to both ICRISAT and the ASARECA. The personnel wi l l  be 
considered a part of the host Centre for administrative and logistical purposes; 
Specific administrative, financial and operational arrangements to give effect to 
this agreement will be agreed through exchange of letters between' ICRISAT and 
the ASARECA as required. 
Article VI 
The MOU will be in force from the date of the act of signing and will remain in force 
for a period of five years. This M O U  shall be automatically renewed for each 
subsequent period of five years unless either party gives a written notice to the other of 
its intention to terminate it. The M O U  shall stand terminated at the end of six months 
from the date of receipt of notice. 
i 
I 
In witness of which, the Representatives of the agreeing parties, duly authorized, sign . 
this Agreement in duplicate, at g f ic rE@e on the day of 
-9 the month of aL7-D g q  in the year 1995. 
FOR THE ASSOCIATION OF STRENGTHENING 
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH IN EASTERN RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR THE 
FOR THE INTERNATIONAL CROPS 
AND CENTRAL AFRICA (ASARECA) SEMI-ARID TROPICS (ICRISAT) 
DR. ~YMES G. RYAN 
DIRECTOR GENERAL 
PROF. JOSEPH K. MUKllBl 
CHAl RMAN 0 
